
 
SpareRoom Announces Effort to Combat NYC Homelessness  

via Ongoing Partnership with Breaking Ground  
Roommate matching site SpareRoom announces ongoing partnership with  

supportive housing provider Breaking Ground to combat NYC homelessness   

  
New York, November 14, 2017 – Roommate matching site SpareRoom today announces its 
commitment to combat homelessness in New York City through a partnership with Breaking 
Ground, the largest provider of supportive housing in NYC. In a recent study, the city reported a 
39 percent increase in street homelessness over 2016. 

The partnership was suggested by members of the public in response to the launch of Live Rent 
Free, a contest where SpareRoom pays one roommate’s monthly rent every month and one 
person’s entire rent for a whole year. During the contest launch, several people suggested a 
similar initiative to help the homeless.  

SpareRoom listened and approached Breaking Ground to offer its assistance in tackling NYC’s 
homelessness issue. The partnership will run in tandem with Live Rent Free, matching the 
monthly prize amount dollar-for-dollar with an in-kind donation to Breaking Ground to fund their 
Transitional Housing program. 

Matt Hutchinson, Director at SpareRoom explained: 
“At SpareRoom we know from experience that finding the right place to live can be tough. That’s 
why we do everything we can to ease that pain and help people find great roommates. But there 
are thousands of homeless New Yorkers left without this basic human need - which has a 
devastating effect on their lives so we’re looking forward to this opportunity to help. 

Home is fundamental to everyone’s well-being and our ability to lead happy, productive lives. 
When Breaking Ground explained their ‘housing first’ philosophy to us, we knew we simply had 
to work with them. Their Transitional Housing program addresses the social isolation that 
sleeping on the streets can lead to. Helping people re-connect in a safe and stable environment 
sets them up to then deal with any other issues they face and turn their lives around.” 

Given the interest from users, SpareRoom will offer opportunities to further get involved and 
contribute to this fundraising in future weeks and months.  

As of October 2017, the money SpareRoom donates will go toward Breaking Ground’s 
Transitional Housing program in Manhattan, Brooklyn and, soon, Queens. This program 
provides shorter-term housing with onsite supportive services to help people experiencing 
homelessness come indoors while they work towards finding permanent housing. 

http://www.spareroom.com
http://www.breakingground.org
http://www.breakingground.org
https://www.spareroom.com/liverentfree
https://www.spareroom.com/liverentfree


SpareRoom has donated $2,075 this month, matching the rent of November’s Live Rent Free 
winner – Jillian from NYC’s Upper East Side. This brings the total amount donated so far to 
$3,314. 

Brenda Rosen, President and CEO of Breaking Ground said: 
“We’re thrilled at the prospect of partnering with SpareRoom – not just because these funds will 
have an immediate impact on our work to address homelessness, but because we’ve felt from 
the start that SpareRoom shares our belief that everyone deserves to have the security of a 
home. We look forward to working together on this and other future initiatives.”   

To learn more about SpareRoom’s partnership with Breaking Ground, please get in touch 
(spareroomus@hotwirepr.com) or keep an eye on the SpareRoom blog. 
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About SpareRoom  
Launched in the UK in 2004, SpareRoom is the UK’s biggest roommate site (and third biggest 
real estate site overall). SpareRoom already has over 400,000 users in the US. Now, 
SpareRoom has made its roommate-finding service available across the country, with a 
particular focus on key cities: Boston, Chicago, Dallas, Detroit, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Miami, 
New York, Philadelphia, Phoenix, San Diego, San Francisco, Seattle and Washington DC. 

SpareRoom is committed to its users and is on a mission to create happier apartment shares. 
Read more about Our Shared Commitment.   

SpareRoom is available via iOS and Android apps as well as online. Every SpareRoom ad is 
moderated, both by automated systems and real people checking ads. SpareRoom also 
features video profiles, giving people a better way to meet their new roommates. 

About Breaking Ground 
Breaking Ground is New York’s largest supportive housing provider. Since 1990, Breaking 
Ground has helped more than 13,000 people escape and avoid homelessness. Breaking 
Ground operates 22 transitional and permanent residences, primarily in New York City, 
providing safe, stable, beautiful housing for those who need it most. Breaking Ground also runs, 
under contract with the New York City Department of Homeless Services, street homeless 
outreach services in all of Brooklyn, Queens, and a portion of Manhattan. 
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